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TERENCE MACLEANE SALTER (1883-1969) 


Terence Macleane Salter was born on the 5th of February 1883 at Cheltenham, 
in the county of Gloucestershire and died in Cape Town on the 30th of March, 
1969. His ashes were scattered at sea in Table Bay by officers of the Royal Navy 
from H.M.S. Juno. His father was James Colam Salter, a college master and 
his mother Emily Susanna Salter (née Wilding). Captain Salter's love of plants 
and skill as a botanical illustrator came through a family interest and involve- 
ment. His grandfather, John William Salter (1820-1869) was apprenticed to 
James de Carle Sowerby, second son of the illustrator of the great 36 volume 
work, Sowerby's English Botany, and in 1846 he married Sally Sowerby, second 
daughter of James Sowerby, the younger. 

At the age of 17, Terence Salter joined the Royal Navy and on the 5th 
February, 1904 was commissioned in the Paymaster's office at Malta. Captain 
Salter remained a paymaster until his retirement from the Royal Navy in 1931. 
He served in many famous ships including H.M.S. Glory, Diligence, Hood, 
Defiance, Impregnable and was on H.M.S. Lowestoft when he was first stationed 
at Simonstown. It was at Simonstown that he was introduced to the Cape 
Flora, a flora which was to occupy so much of his time in the years ahead. On 
his retirement in 1931, Salter devoted the remainder of his active life to the study 
of the Cape Flora although he had started his private herbarium in 1927. By 
nature a solitary man, Captain Salter never married, but nevertheless found 
much pleasure in the company of other botanists although in his later years 
increasing deafness made conversations with him almost impossible. 

During the period 1927-1929, Captain Salter made his first collections on 
the Cape Peninsula. These are recorded in a special book in which the pages 
and species are numbered to correspond with Bolus' and Wolley-Dod's List 
of the Flowering Plants and Ferns of the Cape Peninsula. The major part of this 
collection was presented to the British Museum, the remainder to Kew. The 
numbering of his main set of collecting registers (in 4 volumes) is explained by 
Salter himself in a note on the first page of vol. I: “The series of numbers 
commencing on the 30th April 1931 was opened from 501 in order to prevent 
any confusion with the previous numbers in my first note book viz. 231/1 to 
385/5”. These collecting numbers from 501 to 9812 covering the period 30th 
April, 1931 to 5th December, 1957 have marginal symbols indicating the 
different institutions to which the specimens were distributed. (These were 
BOL, K, BM, SAM, NBG, CT, LD). The number of duplicates of Oxalis specimens 
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distributed (including his personal collection of Oxalis now in the Compton 
Herbarium) was 5660, distributed among the following institutions: B, BM, BOL, 
K, NBG, MO, PRE, TRV (now incorporated in PRE), SAM, UPS, and w. (Abbreviated 
according to Index Herbariorum, 1964). All his collecting registers are preserved 
in the Compton Herbarium together with his botanical library which he pre- 
sented to Kirstenbosch shortly before his death. 

Captain Salter was primarily a field worker—a keen observer of minute 
details. He believed that taxonomic problems could only be satisfactorily 
resolved with a thorough knowledge of the living plants gained by personal 
field experience. His meticulously prepared herbarium material enriched with 
his own observations bears testimony to this. It is therefore not surprising that 
he had a rather bold approach to nomenclatural matters, at times showing a 
certain degree of impatience with scrappy but nevertheless historically important 
specimens. This “encumbrance of past inadequate work" as Salter called it, 
he was inclined to disregard. Although Captain Salter's taxonomic interests 
covered a wide range of families, notably Ericaceae, Proteaceae, Droseraceae 
and Leguminosae, he is best remembered for his massive monograph The genus 
Oxalis in South Africa, skilfully illustrated with his own pen. This work together 
with major contributions to the Flora of the Cape Peninsula of which he was 
co-editor with Prof. R. S. Adamson, rank as his greatest achievements. An 
excellent Latin scholar, he was always willing to lend a helping hand in drawing 
up Latin descriptions for those less well acquainted with the Latin language. 
His name is commemorated in several plants including Sa/tera sarcocolla (L.) 
Bullock, Oxalis salteri L. Bol., Erica salteri L. Bol., Lachenalia salteri Barker, 
and Disa salteri Lewis. Salter had a long association with the Bolus Herbarium 
and the National Botanic Gardens, Kirstenbosch. In 1939 he was made the 
first Honorary Reader in Systematic Botany at the Bolus Herbarium, a position 
which he held for 30 years. His contributions to South African Botany were 
further honoured when, in 1955, the University of Cape Town conferred on 
him the honorary degree of Doctor of Science. 


But perhaps the most significant awards made to Captain Salter to recognise 
his achievements as an amateur, were the Certificate of Merit awarded by the 
South African Association for Advancement of Science in 1962, followed in 
1965 by the Bolus medal, presented by the Botanical Society of South Africa. 
Of the latter award, he was the first recipient. These were indeed most fitting 
honours for the work of Captain Salter is an outstanding example of what 
taxonomic botany in South Africa owes to the gifted amateur. 


E. P. du Plessis 
J. P. Rourke 
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LIST OF PAYMASTER-CAPTAIN T. M. SALTER'S BOTANICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


1930 
Some new species of Oxalis from South Africa. J. Bot., Lond. 68: 143-146, with A. W. Exell. 


1935 


Plantae Novae Africanae I J/ S. Afr. Bot. 1: 32-39, with W. F. Barker & R. H. Compton. 
Plantae Novae Africanae II JI S. Afr. Bot. 1: 75-86. 

Plantae Novae Africanae III J/ S. Afr. Bot. 1: 111-128, with R. H. Compton. 

Plantae Novae Africanae IV JI S. Afr. Bot. 1: 129-152. 


1936 


Plantae Novae Africanae V JI S. Afr. Bot. 2: 1-18. 

Plantae Novae Africanae VI J/ S. Afr. Bot. 2: 47-64, with E. Esterhuysen. 

Plantae Novae Africanae VII J/ S. Afr. Bot. 2: 145-169, with A. A. Obermeijer, C. E. B. 
Bremekamp and R. H. Compton. 

Some notes on hybridisation of Ericaceae in the Klaver valley at Simonstown. JI S. Afr. 
Bot. 2: 129—140. 


1937 


Plantae Novae Africanae VIII J/ S. Afr. Bot. 3: 93-102, with W. F. Barker. 

Notes on VP RE in the family Rubiaceae in the Cape Peninsula. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 3: 
109-116. 

Oxalis helicoides. Flower. Pl. S. Afr. Plate 579. 


1938 


Plantae Novae Africanae IX J/ S. Afr. Bot. 4: 13-20. 
Plantae Novae Africanae X J] S. Afr. Bot. 4: 109—122. 


1939 


Some changes in nomenclature Series 11. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 5: 58, with R. S. Adamson, F. M. 
Leighton. 

Plantae Novae Africanae XI and XII. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 5: 41—74. 

Amalgamation of the genus Hallia Thunb. and Psoralea L. JI S. Afr. Bot. 5: 45-46. 

Some notes on the correct identity of Oxalis pes-caprae L. and Oxalis purpurea L. 
JI S. Afr. Bot. 5: 47-52. 

Notes on some of the species of Drosera occurring in the Cape Peninsula, including the new 
species D. glabripes (Harv) Salter and D. curviscapa Salter. JI S. Afr. Bot. 5: 157-162. 


1940 


Plantae Novae Africanae Series XIII. J] S. Afr. Bot. 6: 1-54, with E. Esterhuysen. 

Plantae Novae Africanae Series XV. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 6: 165-167. 

Some notes on S. African Oxalis section Cernuae. JI S. Afr. Bot. 6: 11-20. 

Some notes on nomenclature, generic definition and the species question in the genus 
Sarcocolla. Jl S. Afr. Bot. 6: 41—44. 

Some notes on the confusion between Oxalis reclinata Jacq. and Oxalis gracilis Jacq. 
JI S. Afr. Bot. 6: 121-126. 

Notes on Pelargonium multiradiatum Wendl. JI S. Afr. Bot. 6: 127-130. 

Oxalis polyphylla Jacq. JI S. Afr. Bot. 6: 191-194. 


1941 


Plantae Novae Africanae XVI. JI S. Afr. Bot. 7: 77-87, with M. R. Levyns, E. Esterhuysen 
& G. J. Lewis. ; 

Some notes on the species of Eriospermum which occur in the Cape Peninsula. JI S. Afr. 
Bot. 7: 103-114. 

Some notes on Oxalis crispula Sond. & Oxalis stenoptera Turcz. Jl S. Afr. Bot. 7: 153-158. 

A new variety of Oxalis imbricata E. & Z. with notes on the confusion between O. imbricata 
and O. zeekoevleyensis R. Knuth. J! S. Afr. Bot. 7: 159-162. 

Notes on Oxalis pulchella Jacq. and its varieties. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 7: 162-168. 
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1942 


Plantae Novae Africanae XVIII J/ S. Afr. Bot. 8: 245-270, with W. F. Barker, R. H. 
Compton, S. Garside, M. R. Levyns and G. G. Smith. | 
Some changes in Nomenclature III J/ S. Afr. Bot. 8: 271—284, with R. S. Adamson, M. R. 
Levyns and E. P. Phillips. 
1943 


Some notes on the genus Leucadendron, with descriptions of new species. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 


Some notes on Oxalis meisneri Sond. and Oxalis cana Sond. Jl S. Afr. Bor. 9: 160—163. 


1944 
Plantae Novae Africanae XXII JI S. Afr. Bot. 10: 55-60, with F. M. Leighton. 
The genus Oxalis in South Africa. A taxonomic revision. Supplementary Vol. No. 1 J/ 
S. Afr. Bot. vr: 


Plantae Novae Africanae XXV JI. S. Afr. Bot. 12: 35-42, with R. S. Adamson, J. Gerstner. 
Some notes on the genus Hermannia with description of 5 new species J/ S. Afr. Bot. 12: 
95-103. 
1948 


Oxalis laburnifolia Jacq. and its status as a species, with a description of a new variety and 
(II) notes on the aerial bulbils of O. /aburnifolia. JI S. Afr. Bot. 14: 13-16. 


1949 
Plantae Novae Africanae XXIX J/ S. Afr. Bot. 15: 35-42, with G. J. Lewis and W. F. 
Barker. 
1950 


Oxalis salteri. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1094. ; 
Flora of the Cape Peninsula. Juta & Co. Ltd. Cape Town and Johannesburg: (Editors 
R. S. Adamson & T. M. Salter). 


1951 : 


Notes on the process of forming contractile roots and the lowering of the first bulbils by 
seedlings of the S.A. oxalis which produce endospermous seeds. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 18: 189-194. 


1953 
A note on sex in Royena glabra L. Jl S. Afr. Bot. 19: 29-30, 


1956 
A new marsh Erica from Wemmershoek. J/ S. Afr. Bot. 22: 37-40. 


1957 


Notes and Errata to Journal of South African Botany Supp. Vol. 1. *The genus Oxalis 
in S.A." JI S. Afr. Bot. 23: 103-104. 


1958 
Oxalis flava. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1266. 
Oxalis caprina & O. dentata. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1267. 
Oxalis incarnata. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1275. 
Oxalis lanata & O. commutata. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1276. 
Oxalis luteola. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1277. 


1959 
Volume 33 of Flowering Plants of Africa dedicated to Captain Salter. Oxalis bifida & 
O. natans. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1284. 
Oxalis nidulans & O. minuta. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1285. 
Oxalis hirta. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1297. 
Oxalis tenuifolia & O. versicolor. Flower. PI. Afr. Plate 1298. 
Oxalis polyphylla, O. punctata & O. monophylla. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1303. 
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1960 


Oxalis purpurea. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1323. 
Oxalis eckloniana var. sonderi. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1324. 


1961 


Oxalis glabra & O. pusilla. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1336. 
Oxalis falcatula & O. multicaulis. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1337. 
Oxalis polyphylla var. pentaphylla & Oxalis obtusa. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1349. 


1962 


Oxalis pes-caprae. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1362. 
Oxalis pes-caprae var. sericea. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1363. 
Oxalis compressa. Flower. Pl. Afr. Plate 1364. 
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TERENCE MACLEANE SALTER (1883—1969) 
CAPTAIN R.N., Hon. D.Sc. 


C.T.P. LTD. 


